
What Makes Agriculture in San Diego Unique? 
 
 
 

• California is #1 nationwide for farm sales.1 
o San Diego County is #8 in the state in 2001, with a production value of 

$1.3 Billion (nursery and flowers account for 66% locally). 
o Agriculture is the 4th leading industry in San Diego County.2 

 
• There are 74.126 farms in the state of California. 

o The median state farm size is 28 acres. 
o The median size farm in San Diego County is 5 acres.  
 

• With 5,925 farms, San Diego County has the second highest number of farms 
in the United States. 

o 3,897 farms (66%) are one – nine acres, 
oo  2,128 farms (34%) are ten acres or greater. The breakdown is:  

  1,448 (24%)      10 – 49 acres  
      318 (   5%)      50 – 179 acres  
      143 (   2%)    180 – 499 acres  
         54 (less than 1%) 500 – 999 acres  
         65 (less than 1%) 1,000 acres or more.  

  
••  Who are San Diego’s local farmers?  

oo  88% of farms are family owned.  
oo  71% of farmers live on their land.  
oo  5599..11  iiss  tthhee  aavveerraaggee  aaggee  ooff  aa  SSaann  DDiieeggoo  CCoouunnttyy  ffaarrmmeerr..  
oo  1155%%  ooff  SSaann  DDiieeggoo  CCoouunnttyy  ffaarrmmss  aarree  oowwnneedd  bbyy  wwoommeenn..  
oo  110022,,007799  aaccrreess  ((oonn  3388  ffaarrmmss))  bbeelloonngg  ttoo  AAmmeerriiccaann  IInnddiiaannss,,  tthhaatt’’ss  6611,,660011  

mmoorree  aaccrreess  tthhaann  aannyy  ootthheerr  CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa  ccoouunnttyy..  
  AAmmeerriiccaann  IInnddiiaannss  hhoolldd  2222%%  ooff  tthhee  ffaarrmmllaanndd  iinn  SSaann  DDiieeggoo  CCoouunnttyy..33  

                                                 
1 Summary of County Agricultural Commissioner’s Reports 2000-01. 
2 2001 Crop Statistics & Annual Report County of San Diego, Dept. of Agriculture, Weights & Measures 
3  USDA Census of Agriculture 1997 



• The State Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program’s minimum mapping unit 
for all map categories, with the exception of Grazing Land and Water area, is 10 
contiguous acres.4 

 
• Government is the largest landowner in San Diego County. 

o 2.73 million total acres in the County. 
o 1.66 million acres (61%) are owned by some level of government,  

 46% federal, 37% state and 17% local.5 
 

••  WWaatteerr  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aann  iissssuuee  ssiinnccee  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  ffaarrmmiinngg  bbeeggaann  iinn  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttyy..  
oo  22000011  SSaann  DDiieeggoo  ggrroowweerrss  ppaayy  aann  aavveerraaggee  ooff  $$665500  aann  aaccrree--ffoooott,,  pplluuss  tthhee  

ppuummppiinngg  ccoossttss..  
oo  IInn  11999900  SSaann  DDiieeggoo  ggrroowweerrss  ppaaiidd  $$119900  ppeerr  aaccrree--ffoooott..  
oo  IInn  11996600  iitt  wwaass  jjuusstt  $$1144  ppeerr  aaccrree--ffoooott..  

••  NNeeiigghhbboorriinngg  IImmppeerriiaall  CCoouunnttyy  ggrroowweerrss  ccuurrrreennttllyy  ppaayy  aass  llooww  aass  $$1155  
••  VVeennttuurraa  CCoouunnttyy  wwiitthh  ssiimmiillaarr  ccrrooppss  ccuurrrreennttllyy  ppaayyss  $$337799  ppeerr  aaccrree--ffoooott..66  

                                                                                                                                                                           

 
  
                                              2001               ACRES                     VALUE                  1991   ACRES       VALUE 
        
Nursery & Flower Crops                            8,829     $855,138,931  7,197 $522,515,745 
Fruit & Nut Crops                                      44,363     $230,001,032                             52,211 $315,316,173 
Livestock & Poultry Products                           $67,121,686                           $79,344,084 
Vegetable Crops                                         8,036     $111,621,875  9,382    $79,245,084 
Livestock & Poultry        $17,465,747                           $12,864,933 
Field Crops                                             144,812                             $6,061,349                           104,000      $5,740,298 
Apiary Products          $1,888,129                                 $543,806 
Specialty Crops             $442,658           $937,000 
 
TOTALS                                             206,040                 $1,289,741,407                              172,790     $1,016,507,1232 

 
 
4 California Department of Conservation 2002 
5 SANGIS Land Use Data 2002 
6 Agricultural Water Management Plan, San Diego County Water Authority, December 2001 & 
  Agricultural Water Use Profile of San Diego County, San Diego Water Authority, August 1993 
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